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We have examined at necropsy a 3-month-old bo who had had a thoraco-lumbar myelocystocoel repaired shortly after birth and in whom a dermoi tumour had developed in the affected region.
CASE REPORT
A male child (General Hospital No. (List, 1941) . Support for this hypothesis comes from their occurrence, usually in the midline or at other points of fusion of epithelial layers, and, often, the finding of a sinus running from the tumour to the overlying epidermal surface.
Recently, Choremis et al. (1956) It seems likely that a fragment of epidermis was displaced during the repair operation and developed as a cyst at its eventual site of implantation. As such, it should be regarded as an implantation dermoid. It is surprising that the cyst grew so large in the 14 weeks of the patient's life. None of the other reported patients had developed symptoins in less than one to two years after the lumbar puncture. We cannot explain this finding, although it may be due in part to the very young age of our patient and and the high growth rate of his tissues, most other reports having been of older children aged 7 to 20 years. Perhaps also, the implant was larger than in the cases attributed to lumbar puncture.
SUMMARY
A male infant, suffering from the Arnold-Chiari malformation, died aged 14 weeks. He had a thoraco-lumbar myelocystocoele which had been repaired at birth.
At necropsy, a partly intradural, wholly extramedullary, dermoid cyst was found at the site of repair of the spinal cord defect. It is suggested that the cyst arose from epidermis implanted during the repair, and, as such, it is similar to the epidermoid cysts found after multiple lumbar punctures. 
